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D r ,  V i rg in i a  Apgar 
National F’oundation o f  I n f a n t i l e  P a r a l y s i s  
800 2nd Avenue 
New York C i t y ,  New York 

Dear D r ,  Apgar: 

A raging controversy has plagued t h e  Department o f  Nursing and 
t h e  Departments o f  P e d i a t r i c s  and O b s t e t r i c s  a t  ou r  h o s p i t a l  
here  i n  El izabe th ,  New Je r sey ,  

Being one o f  your former s tudents ,  I a m  wel l  acquainted with 
t h e  importance of  t he  Apgar Rating and it  has been i n  use  i n  
ou r  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  l as t  f i v e  t o  s i x  years .  However, i t  
has  been t h e  custom here t h a t  t h e  O b s t e t r i c i a n  make t h e  Apgar 
R a t i n g  one minute a f t e r  b i r t h .  A s  Chief o f  P e d i a t r i c s  I have 
been arguing t h a t  t h i s  func t ion  should be taken over  by t h e  
c i r c u l a t i n g  nurse i n  t h e  Delivery Room, 

I n  o r d e r  t o  help s e t t l e  our  problem, I would s i n c e r e l y  apprec i a t e  
your recommendations as t o  who should do t h e  Apgar R a t i n g ,  as 
wel l  as t h e  exact  t iming. 

Thank you very much f o r  your courtesy.  

S incere ly  yours,  

3&yx. 
Herbert  E. Poch, PI. D.,  F.A.A..P. 
Pediatr ic ian- in-Chief  

HEP/b 


